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Local Government Division 

Overview

The Local Government Division (LGD) fulfills two broad 
areas of responsibility on behalf of the Illinois Comptroller:

1. Provide Efficiency, Transparency and Accountability to the financial 
reporting process for Local Governments.

2. To assist Local Governments in fulfilling their mandated fiscal 
responsibilities to taxpayers.
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• Collect and analyze Annual Financial Reports (AFRs) from 

units of local government. 

• A Local Government may meet specific criteria that 

require them to submit and Annual Audit in addition to the 

AFR.

• Municipalities may be required to provide Tax Increment 

Financing Reports (TIFs).

• Receive and review Annual Audits and TIF Reports.

• Post all AFRs, Audits and TIF reports online.

Key Responsibilities of 

the Local Government 

Division:
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• Compile all government data and produce the Fiscal 

Responsibility Report Card and Data Summaries.

• Outreach to units of local governments and taxpayers.

• Provide training, assistance and information to local 

government officials.

• Staff and coordinate the activities of the Local Government 

Advisory Boards. 

• Maintain a central registry of all local units of government in 

Illinois, per Illinois statute (ILCS 405/23.7).

Key Responsibilities of 

the Local Government 

Division:
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Local Government Registry Act (15 ILCS 405/23.7)

“The Comptroller shall establish and maintain a registry of all units 

of local government within the state. Information in the registry 

may include, but shall not be limited to, the name, address and 

type of government unit, the names of current  elected or 

appointed office holders and such other information as the 

Comptroller may determine. Each county clerk shall notify the 

Comptroller upon learning of the creation or dissolution of any unit 

of local government.”

Annual Financial Reporting 

Statute on Government 

Registration
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• Over 8,400 units of Local Governments in Illinois

• Approximately 2,750 Local Governments are only required 

to register with the Office of the Comptroller

• School, Housing and Drainage Districts are registration only 

governments.

Annual Financial Reporting 
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• Annual Financial Report – Counties, Municipalities, 

Townships & Special Purpose Districts.

• All Local Governments are required to file an AFR with 

the Comptroller’s Office. (Approximately 5,250 units of 

Local Government)

• Those Special Purpose Governments with 

appropriations or a budget of less than $7,115 in FY 

2015, only have to provide a Verification AFR.

Annual Financial Reporting 
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AFR & Annual Audit Due Dates:

• 180 days after end of fiscal year.

Extensions:

• A one time 60-day extension is available. (must be requested 

before the due date)

Exemptions:

• In circumstances such as, but not limited to; passage of time, 

financial burden, or a natural disaster.
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Townships with a Road & Bridge:

Receiving total General Revenue or Special Revenue (not 

combined) of $850,000 or more.

Townships without a Road & Bridge:

Receiving total combined revenue (General plus Special Revenue) 

that exceeds $850,000.
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Counties:

All Counties must now file an Annual Audit. (Illinois Counties Code  - 55 

ILCS 5/6-31003)

Municipalities:

A population above 800   or

Have bonded debt   or

Own or operate a public utility

Special Purpose Districts:

Local governments whose total revenue exceeds $850,000
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Municipalities:

A population with less than 200   

And

Have bonded debt less than $50,000   

And

Own or operate a public utility

Annual Financial Reporting 

Annual Audit is Required Every 

Four Years if:
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• Phone calls, e-mails, letters and site visits

• 30 day delinquency notice

• Pre-audit letter from Legal Department

• Contact from Auditor

• Reimbursement for auditing expenses

• Invoice for late fines

• Appeal / reduction request of late fines

Annual Financial Reporting 

Compliance
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Fines for late reports:

The Comptroller may assess a governmental unit a fine for a 

delinquent AFR, Annual Audit or TIF Report in the amount of:

• $5 per day for the first 15 days past due

• $10 per day for 16 through 30 days past due

• $15 per day for 31 through 45 days past due

• $20 per day for the 46th day and every day thereafter
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Fines for late reports:

• Invoice for late fines sent after government is fully 

compliant.

• Appeal process / reduction request of late fines.
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Adverse or Disclaimer Annual Audits:

• Corrective Action Plan procedure for disclaimed audits approved 

in May, 2012.

• Government has a disclaimed audit; the Comptroller’s Office has 

the ability to reject an audit. 

• Intention is to promote good governance among the local units, 

while challenging elected officials to push the envelope and do 

things better. 

• Corrective Action Plan procedure widened to include Adverse 

Opinions in April, 2015.
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Local Government Registry Act (15 

ILCS 405/23.7)

Fiscal Responsibility Report Card 

Act

(35 ILCS 200/30)

Governmental Account Audit Act

(50 ILCS 310/1 et. Seq)

Illinois Municipal Code

(65 ILCS 5/3-11-24)

County Auditing Law (55 ILCS 

5/6-31003-31011)

Illinois Municipal Auditing 

Law

(65 ILCS 5/8-8-2 to 8-8-10) 

Reporting Requirements
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• Go to WWW.ILLINOISCOMPTROLLER.GOV 

• Click on SERVICES

• Click on LOCAL GOVERNMENT DIVISION 

• Click on COMPTROLLER CONNECT INTERNET FILING

• Click on LOG IN on the left-side menu 

You are now at the Introductory Screen of Comptroller Connect Internet Filing. 

Make this page your new bookmark to Comptroller Connect Internet Filing. 

Getting Started
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The Warehouse is your portal to local government 
finances. Each year, the Comptroller's Office collects 
more than 9,200 financial reports from counties, 
municipalities, and special taxing districts across the 
state. We have taken those records and made them 
all available for taxpayer review at this site, allowing 
you to scour our Warehouse from wherever you are 
located.

The Comptroller’s Warehouse

Overview
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• Lauren Fleming Shiliga, Director, Local Government Division

• (312) 814-5921 lauren.shiliga@illinoiscomptroller.gov

• Brenda Handy, Deputy Director, Database/Comptroller Connect Manager

• (312) 814-6042 brenda.handy@illinoiscomptroller.gov

• Mike Dropka, Compliance Manager

• (312) 814-0047 michael.dropka@illinoiscomptroller.gov

• June Canello, TIF Administrator, TIF  Compliance

• (312) 814-4780 june.canello@illinoiscomptroller.gov

• Kathy Meunier, Audit review, Administrative support

• (312) 814-0971 kathy.meunier@illinoiscomptroller.gov

• Nancy Gomez, AFR review , extensions, administrative support

• (312) 814-0969 nancy.gomez@illinoiscomptroller.gov

• Cliff Rhodes Administrative support

• (312) 814-5423 clifton.rhodes@illinoiscomptroller.gov

Local Government Division 

Additional Assistance
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Local Government Division 

Additional Assistance

Local Government Assistance 

Hotline: (877) 304-3899

Email:

Locgov@illinoiscomptroller.gov

Thank you…
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